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THIRTIETH CONGRESS.

FIRST SESSION.

Moxnay, Decesnen 13, 1847,

IN SENATE.
& Mr, TURNEY presented the credentials of Mr. Ber, of
Tennesseo, who, having been duly qualified, took his seat.

Mr. Yurrps appesred in }lu senl.

The VICE PRESIDENT laid hnfn:te the Senate the an-
nual repurt of the Secretary of the Treasury on the state of
the finances, i

Also, from the Treasury Department, communicating the
repart from the Geneta! Land Office, exhibiting the operations
of that branch of the public service for the last year,

Also, from the Tressury Department, a cominunication

shawing the amount of Treasury notes issued under the pro-
vistons of the act of the 28th January, 1547, l‘!om which it
appears there were T IR -« .+« BLT, 073,400
Redegmed by the jssue of 6 per cent. stock in

lien of notes surrendered.. .. ... verasrvesns 3,854,200
In payment of duties on importe. ... eivvaaaan 79,700
Now outstandinge . .o veerevstsianiaisaaa, 13,639,500

Also, a communication from the Department of War, in
obedienes to a resolution of the 15th January Inft. containing
information in relation to the commerce and navigation of the
Western lakes and rivers, ruilroads, means of Jefence, &e.

Mr. BRADBURY presented resolutions of the Legislatare
of Maine, recommending the construction of a railroad from
Lale Michigan to the Pacific, on the plan of Asa Whitney.
| IMr. JUHNSON, of Louisiana, submitted the following re-
solution . x

Resofved, 'That the Committee on Commerce he u]m:uuu:-l
to inguire into the expediency of making an appropriation o
remiove the obstructions to the navigation of the river Sabioe ;
and that the resolution of the Legistature of Louisiana, the re-
port, god other pupers on file in relation thereto, be referred
to the said commitiee.

On motion of Mr, MANGUM, it was ;

Ordered, That the Comimittee on :I\':n'.ul Affuirs consist of
seven members during the prescat session,

On maotion of Mr. SEVIER, it was 3

Resolved, That the Senate do now l-rocu'l.'d to ballot fur offi-
cers of the body,

OFFICERS OF THE SENATE.

The Senators then proceeded to prepare their ballots for
Seeretary of the Senate, when the ‘Whole number given in was
A%, Mr. Dickixs, having received 46 votes, was declared
duly elected. 4

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for Sergeant-at-Arms
and Doorkeeper. Whole number of ballots given in 49, of
which number Ronenr Bravt, having reccived 37, was de-
clared elected.

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for Assistant Door-
keeper.  Whole number of ballots 50, of which number Mr.
I Hocvaxn, havipg received 49 votes, was declared duly
elecied.

The Senate then proceeded to ballot for Chaplain. 'Whole
uumber of votes given in 46, of which number the Rev. Hzx-
ny Surcen having received 31, was declared duly elected.

- CHAIRMEN OF COMMITTEES.

Mr. MANGUM said it was generally considered that the
chairmen of the several committees had been agreed on; and,
as he had o list before bim, he would, with a view Lo save
time, move that they be appointed.

The suggestion having been acquiesced in, the chairmen of
the various committees were appointed by separate votes on
their several nominations.

The names of the Chairmen thus selected are given first in
order of Committees, as they are printed in Tuesday's pro-
ceedings.

M. MANGUM moved that the further consideration of the
subject be postponed until to-morrow ; which motion having
been agreed to, the Senale adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. |

The Standing Commitiees, provided for by the Ruies, the
appointment of which was ordered on Thursday last by reso-
lution, were, upon the reading the Journal of this morning, |
announced as follows : |

Committes of Elections,—Messts. Richard W. Thompson, |
Joseph Mullin, Lucien B, Chase, Nathaniol Boyden, Timo- |
thy Jenkine, John Vau Dyke, J. Dixon Roman.

Of Ways and Means.—Messts. Samuel F. Viston, Robt. |
Toombs, Jumes J. McKay, Charles Hudson, Geo, S, Hous- i
ton, Charles 8 Muorehead, Janes Pollock, Samuel G. Hub- l
bard, Henry Nicol, :

Of Claime,—Mesars. Joha A. Rockwell, Jukn Crowell,
Jolin H. J Danie!, Wm. Neleon, Devid Wilinot, George G. |
Dunn, Thumss W, Ligon, Thomas 3. Flournoy, Jumes H,
Thomas. |

On Cooneree. — ) cidrs, Washington lﬁum, Joseph Grin- ll
nel, R. F. Simpeon, Muws Hampton, Bannon G. Thibe-
deaux, John Wentwurth, Dudley 8. Gregory, Archibald At |

kinson, Kin 8. Bingham. i
Un Public Lands.—Mesire, Jacob Collamer, Alexander
H. Stephens, J. A. McCl d, Gamett D
Harvey P y John' J , Alex. Evans, |

Brodhead,
W, R. W, Cobb I

On the Post Office and Post Koods.—Messrs. Wi L. |
Goggin, James M. Hoot, Charles Brown, Dadiel B St John, |
John B, Phelps, Klista Embree, George W, Jones, Abraham |
Lincoln, Duvid 5. Kaufman.

Fur the District of Columbia.—Messrs. John G. Chag-
man, F. A. Talimadge, James McDowell, Washington Bar- |
row, (). B. Ficklin, Wm. Henry, Alex. D. Sims, Thomas
0. Edwards, Benjamin B. Thurston. 4 |

On the Judiciar;; —Messrs, Joseph R. Ingersoll, George |
Ashmun, Johin Pettit, Nathan K. Hull, John H. Lumgkio, |
James Dixen, Richard Frouch, John L. Tuaylor, Richard K. |
Meade. ¥

On Revolutinnary Claims.—Messra. Daniel P. King |
Chester Buller, Frauklin W. Bowdon, Robert L. Nuse, Al-
fred Iverson, David Outlaw, Jonathan D. Morris, Wi, A.
Newell, E. K. Smart.

On Public Expenditures.—Messrs, Thomas L. Clingman,
John Surohm, Heary Bedinges, Artemis Hale, W. P. Hsll,
John W. Jones, Emile La Sere, Franklin Clarke, H, 8.
Conger.

On Private Lund
Brady, J. B. Bawlin,
H. Harmanson, P.
Johneon.

Cluiims.—Mesars. Johin Gayle, J. E.
W W Wick, David Rumsey, i,
W. Tompkine, R. 5 Canby, Andrew

O Expenditures in the Navy Department.—Messrs. P,
W. Tompkins, Nathanicl Boyden, Wm. B. Macloy, B. L.
Clark, Amos Tuck.

O Expenditures in the Post Office Depurfment.—Messra,
Jumes Wilson, Orlando Kellogg, U. E. Swuwt, 5. Leftler,
John B. Thompseon. !

On Lupenditures on'the Public Buildings.—Messrs, E,
Carrington, Cabell, James G. Hampton, W, Sawyer, Blias
B. Holmes, W, A, Richardson.

On Eunrolled Bills,—Messrs. James G, Hampton, J. L.
Robinson. !

‘The following mensbers compose the’ select commitiee ap-
pointed an Monday last to revise the rules of the House :

Messrs, . J. Ingersoll, Truman Smith, Howell Cobb, C. B,
Smith, D M. Bnuiu;er, Robert MeClelland, J. G. Chap-
man, M. I Gentry, ‘I’ Jenkine.

OBITUARY.

A message was received from the Senate announcing the
decense of tho Hon. Janrz W, Ho'xvixoroes ; when—

Mr, JOHUN A, ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, rase and
pronounced anappropriate eulogium on the character of the de.
coased, which he concluded by moving the usual resolutions
in respect to his memory ; afier which ;

The House adjourned.

‘ Tvespay, Decesser 14, 1847,
IN SENATE.

The following bills were introduced on leave, read a first
and secon! time by their titles, and approprintely referred :

By Mr. DIX : A bill to estoblish a brunch of the mint of
the T'nited States in the city of New York.

A bill eoncerning certain collection districts, and for other
HIf [0S,

; aI bill to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury to muke
an armngement or compromise with Mangle M. Quncken-
boss, &,

By Mr. BREESE : A billto reduce and graduate the price
of the public lands, and for othér purposes.

A bill for the relief of Joseph Wilson,

By Mr. DICKINSON : A bill to amend the sct entitled
¢ An act for the regulation of seamen on board the public and
private armed vessels of the Lnited States,” passed 3d March,
1813.

By Me. WESTCOTT : A Lill further to carry into effect
the provisions and stipulutions of the 9th article of the Florida
treaty with respect to certain losses of Spanish subjects in
West Florida. 3

By Mr. BRADEURY : A joint reso'ution for the relief of
David S8haw and Solomon T, Corser.

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED.

Mr. DICKINSON submitted the following resolution,
which was ordered to be printed :

Resolved, Thut, in izing u territorial government for
territories belonging 1o the United States, the prineiples of
self-government upon which our federative system rests. will
be best promoted, the tros spivit and meaning of the constita-
tion be observed, and the confederaey strengthened, by leaving
all questions concerning the domestie policy therein to e
slatures choscn by the people thereof. :

egolved, That tiue poliey requires the Government of
the United States to steengihicn itg political aid commercinl
relutions upen this continont, by the aunexution of such con-
tiguous territory as muy conduce to that end, and can be juatly
obtained ; and that, veither in such sequisition nor in the tee-
ritovial organization ther of, can any conditions be constitu-
tionally imposed, oi'institutions be provided for or establiched,
inconsistent with the right vt the people thereof to form a free
sovereign State, with the powers and privileges of the ovigi-
nal members of the contederacy.

Mr. CAMERON introduced the following resolution :

Rewolved, That the Sceretary he directed to furnish cach
member of the prescnt Senate, who s not already reecived
them, the same numiber of copies of the constitution and other
books ordered to be
uf Febraary 18, 1847,

The introduction of this resvlution led to some debate, in
which Messrs. SEVIER, CAMERON, NILES, CAL-

HOUN, FOOTE, HALE, MANGUM, end others pastici- | | wauld desire; but sbundanee of oeeasion will be jresented, |
paed ; when, on motion, the resolution was referred 10 the | swhan 1 shall domy duty learlessly, and not hesitite to expose |

Juint Committee on the Library,
THE STANDING COMMITTEES.
The committees were adopted in mass by the Senate from
a list presented by Mr. SEVIER ; whed

Mr. HALE having a-hed the induolgence of the Sepate to |
excose him from serving on any committers, on grounds per- |

sunal to Limself as well as on the clussification that had Leen
made of his name, o brivf colloguy ensued, in which Mesers. -
BADGER, WESTCOTT, and HALE took part.

Mr. WESTCO!T moved that the Sevator be excused
from serving ; wlich notion was determined in the atlirma-
tive by yeas 17, nays L. o

On motion of Mr. BREESE, it was ordered that the va-
cancy cecasioned by the withdmwal of Mr. Havx be filled by
the Chair ¢ which motion having Leen agreed to, the follow-
ing is the official list

On FPorelgn Relations—Messrs. Sevier, Benton, Welster,
Hannegan, and Mangam.

On Finance—Messr2. Athenon, Dickinson, Clayton, Hun-

. Richard : ter, and Plielps.

On Commerce—Messrs. Dix, Breese, Johnson, of Mary-
land, Cameron, and Davis, of Mass.

On Manu fucturcs—Messrs.. Dickinson, Ashley, Upham,
Butler, and Clarke. .

Un Agriculture—Messrs. Sturgoon, Turney, Spruance,

| Atherton, and Corwin,

On Milltary Affuirs—Messes. Cass, Benten, Crittenden,
Davis, of _\I:.f.-isﬁipp"l,,ni!. Badger, anl Rask.
On the Militia—Messrs. Rusk, Atclison, Greene, Fair-

b g -
| feld, and Underwood,

O Nural Affuirs—Messrs. Fairfiell, Yuloe, Miller, Bright,
Tohneon, of Maryland, Cameron, anl Badger.

O Public Londs—Messrs, Breese, Ashiley, Corwin, Felch,
and Underwood.

(g Private Land Claims—Messrs, Yulee, Foote, John-
son, of Louisiane, Downs, and Berricn,

Ua Indian ,‘ﬁ'ﬂ;’rj—_‘ll‘a‘a:'«‘ Atchison, Sevier, P[.l‘:i.lﬂ,
Dowus, and Bell.

On Clitis—Messrg. Mason, Westcott, Underwood, Brad-
bry, and Baldwin.

tm Kevolutionary Claimas—Mezes. Biight, Deadbury, Up-

| ham, Rusk, and Jobnson, of La

On the _I:J(ﬂcfam—.“[l‘!fﬁ. Ashiley, Butler, Berrien, West-
ety nnd ]J.l_\ ton.
On the Post Office and Post Rogd: —Messrs. Niles, Star-

On Manufucturts. —Mesars. Andiew Stewnrt, Amos Ab-
I‘WII', Jm[ah A, W m;dn;.'d, John W "'m-n'.m:, | no-ph E. |
Edsall, Etiskim Sherrill, Wm. G. Urown, Joha W. Cris-
field, James H. Jolinson.

(In ,{gr.ﬂ;.’f:ira,—.\{rm1. Hugh White, A. H. Slepperd,
Wm. Sawyer, John G, Palfrey, Sampson W. Hathis, Wmn
Rocktull, Hiram Belcher, Wm. Thompson, Jolin ), Shioger-
land.

On Indian .-1ﬁ'.¢.frg —Mesme. M. P. Gentry, 1) M. Bar
ringer, Jacoh Thompson, A. R. Mellvaine, C. W, Catheart,
") R Giddings, L. B. Peck, A. Buckner, R. W. Johnon

On Military Affaire, —Mesars Johu M. Boo-, Armistend

Burt, James Veilwon, H. A. Haralson, John Dickey, Linn |

Boyd, Dudley Marvin, Wm. T. Haskell, David Fisher,

On the Militin.—Messra, John B. Thompson, James A
Black, Jotin Blanchnrd, Robert M. McLane, John M. Hpl
ey, Charles H. Peasles, 1. T. L. Beale, W.
ston, R. Dickinsoy

On Naval Affisirs,—Messra. Thomas Butler King, Isasc

E. Holmes, i U, Schenck, Hugh White, Thos. H. Bayly, |

Lewis C. Levin, Frode:iek P. Stanton, E. Carrington Ca-
bell, Amos I'uck ;

On Fureign Affuirs —Veessrs. Troman Smith, Henry W,
Hilfiard, C. 1. 1igersoli, George P, Marh, . B. Rhet, J.
8. Pendlewn, Willwm Doee, Robest McClelland, Daniel
Duncan.

On the Territorien.—Missrs, G, B. SBmith, R. B. Cran-

ston, Howell Colh, Julius kwelly James Thompeon, Du-
niel Gott, L. E. Moz, Nathay By g, T Pilshury,

On Revolutionary Pensini.—Messrs. Wm. M, Cocke,
Peter H. Silvester, John D, Cusigine, John W. Freedley,

Thos. 8. Boewck, Richard s
W. Sprong, Bidney Lawren

On Tnvalid Penwivns —Me<rs, Hunry Nea, A. 8. Fuls
ton, Gearge Frion, W. I'. Lowrence, AW, Venable, R, A.
Thompson, George N. Eclust, 1. 5. Wiy, Geo. Petre,

On Ronds end Canals.—Missrs. Rown G, Sehenck, E.
B. Holmes, Robert Smuh, er Trvin, A. W. H.
Ulapp, Unrnelius Warren, Samue 0. Poyion, Willism A.
Newell, Job Maon. '

On Patenty. —Mesars. Jolin W "0 Iy, Wm. B. Ma-
Iomas J. Henley, Jolin W. Juus, and John K.

Doguell, David Hummons,

Al

cliy,

Millee,

U Pallie Buddings and Grovends —Mowre Jolin 'W.
Houwston, Wim, B. Preston, James J. Furan, Robert M.
Mclasne, Gideo Reynolls,

O Kovisal and f'ﬂ'ﬁ!il'l;:'tfl Buginess,—M, J. W,

Hombwck, B W Lord, Artemae Hale, Thuin
H. L. W. . i 5 4

On Atvoints —Mesers, Linn Boyd, D 8. Grogory, G, A.
Btarkwerstier, Wi, Kunnon, jr-s Wm. Heniy. .

Oa Mdinge.—~Mesars. Hiram Beleher, Thoms Richiey,
"-“r"rl';.' Waron, W Rictinrdson, James 8, Gooen,

On Engraving —Mi AT il T 5 ,
Mutghiy, Grean-Adums Lewlis C. Levin, lens C

On the Libwiry of Coy
Messts. Joun Q. Adan,
Murphy- 3

The following commites apnainte ho @ it
stand through the Coagirs, iy : t & the T sewion

Commiliee on EJ;u'tuf-f'.'x- Y i the
Mosare, Do M. Barnoger, Jobp 11
James Dixon, Win, Colline

On Expenditures in the Treasury Deparfiment —Mesten,
Josweph M. Roo, R. 8, Donnell, A. Birdeall, A, Buckner.
W. 8. Fralherston,

On Espenditures in the War Doportment —Messes. Joo.
H Craer, R. W, Thompron, Wm. Kenuon, jr., D. 8,
Jackson, A. Lincoln.

J. Turnes,

greaw om the Part f the Hoise,—
Willim B, Preston, Heury ©

State e partment, —
Lnaier, Samuel Labim,

8. Feather- |

geon, Pearce, Rusk, and Corwin.
On Roads and Canals—Messrs. Hanuegan, Foote, Clatke,
| Sturgeon, and Spruance.
| Oa Peasions—Messrs. Johnson, of Lo Feleh,
Phelps, Lavis, of Mississippi, snd Baldwig
II For the 12 striet of Columbia—Messrs Cameron, Hunter,
| Miller, ¥ ote, and (ireenc.
| Wa Patents and the Patent f{ﬁ-"-—-“r'- re. Westeott, Tur-
ney, Davis, of Massachusetts, Dickinson, sl Dayton.
| T L cenchment—Messrs, Turney, Douglass, Mangum,
| Niles, acd Clarke.

513N,

Ou e Territories—Mesers. Douglass, Bright, Clayton,
Butler, Divis, of Mass,

i o Public Buildings—Messrs. Hunter, Yulee, and
.‘\i.r... T {
| Un Lisrary—Messes. Pearce, Dasis, ot Missigsippi,
#nd Masir

t'n 1 r _nnnd;fuf!s of Scnnale—Mesara, Felch, xllt'é,
and Piar
! D metin, the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
On motion of Me. BARRINGER, Mr. Acvovstiss H,

Suerann was Cowing 1o indisposition) excused from serving
as momen or of the Conmittes o Agricalture.

Mr. BOYD row an
mittees, lio found lLie w 1

ppointed on two, whos dutics
wern Jm]..ﬁ..“ aml 14

s, o wit, the Commitioe on
| Mititary Affeirs o o Commitiee on Accounts. He thougi
:r it would be dapaesindo 1y perform the daties incident to botl,
i and he therefore 2o e House to excase him from servie
on the Committer o0 Acroun

The SPEAKLEY put the
excased ™ and it wan deeildin

Bo Mr. Born Wwas vyeusedl!

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Wr, GIDDENGs pguested the attention of the
House 1o nn attack wlich Lai Leon made on him through th
public press. (The floor w lnimed by other gentlemen
He rose ta & priviiese) , on which he desized to make
n persopal explan

The SPEAK L .50
stale to the gentleinsy |
hin opinion, peremnl explinations
thoma ; they ate vjpeals bt
viloged questions sturil un a dilerent fisoting.
| iy frioam Ohio Livs the 100:

Mr. GIDDINGS then regated the Clerk to read an ar-
ticle which appeare! in
cember 10, 1847 ¢ which he sent 1 the Clerk’s desk.

The Clerk reasd ae o],

HETO TR KRUTOR OF Fily NATIONAL WHIG.

O PanT THE A Y =T a0t wt sl) curprised at the conrw
prarsmedd doving the Lo leetiop Spewker of the Hiouae ol
Repremmtatives by Mo s, Gilbings, Tk, Palivey, of id gr-
mue amme. T hede anioals s v utteely o
oy of aholitionia 1l “ ean ponther see nor foel whist i
due v themselves or the ety (oo el ey profess to belong.
Tt of which they ore jmtrid exerereences.  “They
must surely know th Prosse s neither that political stand-
i nor Inwl!l:olnul calilier that wouli) jastify them in srro-

antly opposing the sl of cue hundred o six men of pro-
E-u- er utelleot, highes regutation, and more ardent patrion-
isn. 1i (hey hwve i sholition twist in their brasnn, their
eonstitaents should sce the propricty of keeping them st home,
and of thus preventivg tem from nflieting their folly on the
House, or endangeviog the interests of thele prty by such
*intastie tricks’ us they are apt o mdulge in. These, it s
e, would be quite harmless, sl only enlenlited to cxeite
derision wnd eontempt, it those who played tiem did not pro-

juestion, **Shall Mr. Born
i the atfirmative,

T |
v hendd

The Chair will take thisoccasion to
m Do and to the Honse, that, in
are nit privileged ques-
tesy of the House, 1n
The gentle-

| maid, in Jooking over the list of com- |

Sotonsl Whig of Fruday, 1o |

ywenied by the msl. |

=53 10 belong toa party thut must régued them and their fol
&:: \lbhll 'i""g““- i‘\-‘ a Whig, 1 '-“-.lﬂf'ln)’ repudiate such men
e |au|i|'u;nl nuisanees,

Me. GIDDINGS interposed, and remarked that he did pot
desire the Clerk to read the residue of the article, if its read-
ing weie not called for by others, [Several voices : ** Itead,
Read, :

1'113- Clork aceordingly read the residue of the article.

Mr, GIDDINGS also desired the Clerk to read a few lines
which sppeared under the editorial head of the same paper.

The Unenk read as follows ;

8 We intend 1o prepare a full statement of the eourvse of
those W higs who deserted their party on the veeasion of the
election of the officers of the House Representatives, and to
seend two thonsand copies of the Nutional Whig, in which it
appears, nto each of the distridls of those temen, in order
that their constitueneies may be made sequainted with the facts
in the case.™

Mr. Giovisas then said : This paper was putinto my hands
on Saturduy lust, and is the first copy I bave met wath. It
was established in this city some six months since, with ilie
avowed purpose of promotiog the election of General Taylor
to the presidency.  T'he proprietors are not made known to the
public through its columns in the ordinary manner ; bat their
namnes are kept out of view. Common fame speaks of 1he
establishinent as a joint-stock concern, held priauirlly by a
political cliyue of thie city, but inthe support of which soue
menbers of this House are interested.  Of theae facts, how-
ever, [ ean only speak fromreport.  'The editor does not avow

Orleans, and more recently an appointee under the admivis-
tration of Mr. Tyler ; yet we have no very definite knowlelze
on this point ; and it appears quite evident that the owners,
the editor, and correspondents think it policy to keep hid from
the public gaze. ‘T'hey appear to have formed a political cabal,
with the Quixotic intention of guiding the Whig party in the
coming Prostdential contest.

1 pow call attention to the articles read at the Clerk’s 1able.
The firt appears to have come from an anonymous correspon-
dent ; Lut it speaks familiarly of whal passed in the VWhig
caucus, ond is by many supposed to have emanated from a
member of this body.  If such be the faet, I hope he may be
driven from his hiding place, and compelled to stand forth W
the public gaze.

It is no part of my present object to speak in explanation of
the votes which I gave at the election
In the course which I then pursued I was guided solely by
the dictates of my own judgment and conscience, and am re-
sponsible only to my constituents and to my God. Forthe
manner in which T discharged that duty I shall at all times
liold myself’ ready to give explanation to those whose will [
was commissioned to execute, or whenever I may deem it due
to my own fame. Intimations have gone out that gentlemen
on this floor were greatly dissatisfied with my vote.  On that
point I will only say, it such be the fact, let them stand forth
and avow their dissatisfaction in a manner becoming American
statesmen ; and neither they nor the country shall wait long
for an avowal of the principles on which I acted. I came
liere not only to act upon all matters which shall come before
us, but to be prepared to vindicate my official acts whenever
such vindication shall be rerdered proper.  Duat, sir, I know
too well what is due to my own self-respect and to the con-
stituency which I represent, to enter ;jmﬂ any explanation in
reply to such attacks as those contained in-the paper just read.
I, however, will say to the House that these assaulls are per-
fectly understood. Their object is to browbeat members and
intimidate them from following the dictates of their own judg-
ment in the discharge of official duties, It remains to be seen
how far their objects will be attai

Certain letter-writers, also, whose communications have
apprared both in New York and Philadelphia, appear to have
acted in concert with the writers in the National Whig ; and
svemn desirous of being regarded as whippers-in of the Whig
party,
which they appear, T will give as a specimen of their language

| speaking of the votes of myself and my honorable frivnd from
| Massachusetts, (Mr, Pavrury,) says:
| %1 forbear for the time from enlarging upon this topie as

those who bave sttempied to use the Whig party us the step-
| ping-stone to politieal ambition, and as the cover o schemes
| which no Whig should countenance or tolerate, o what
| may. 1, for oue, shall not shrink from this task, s they will
discover before the session is over.”

pose of dissbusing the Whig party of all participaiion in such
sentiments than from any personal consideration. ! saying
thiz, it may be proper that I should say that I hove held my
present seat in this body longer than any other Whig mem-
ber. I also represent the strongest Whig district of the United
Stutes. In that district [ bave resided, man and Loy, for
nearly half a century. I grew up from a child with s ad-

reprosented exeept by Whigs ; nor has it ever wav

political faith.  And T should poorly discharge the 1.0
posed in me, were [ to permit that people to. rest und
tnputation of beiug politically associated with sentimen
those alluded to.  Sir, [ am sure that T utter the feli
every Whiz in this Hall and elsewhere, when [ say th,

a% a party, lave never used such insttumentalities, or e | v
od such agents.  And I trust in Gold the day is fur disunt
when sentioonts like these shall be harbored or acknowler . |
by a party 1o which I have from its formation been attache

Here the subject dropped. .

RULES OF THE HOUSE, &e.

Mr € J. INGERSOLL, from the select committee o
pointed o revise the rules and orders of the House, by g
ral consent, mude a report ; which was laid on the table il
ordered t1 e printed, and was made the special order of e
day for Thursday nekt.

Me, TALLMADGE presented the memorial of Jo0s
Monron, uf the vity of New York, praying to be admite! 1
a seat us o member of the House of Representatives for the
thirtieth Congress, in the place of David 8. Jackson, the .-
ting momber,  Heferred to the Committee of Electione,

ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN.

Mr. POLLOCK moved that the House do now proce [ 1o
the clection of Chaplain,  Agreed to.

The SPEAKER announced that nominations would 1w
be received.

Mr. Lyvis nominated Rev. R, W. Cuashman, Baprist.
: Mr. Asisrs nominated Rev. Orville Dewey, Coogreza-
tionalist %

Mr. J. Q. Auass nominated Rev. R. R. Gurley, Presy.
lorian.

Mr. Mel.axe nominated Rev. J. N. Medilion, Protestunt
Episcopa‘ian.

Mr. Sraxrox nominated Rev. Levi R. Recse, Metho!ig
Protestant. !

Me. Purrir was excused from voling.

Mr. Sawynn was also excosed from voling.

],\Ir. Lavis, Mr, Asumox, and Mr. McLaxe were njpin:-
o teflers,

The SPEAKER then directed the Clerk to call the 2!
which having beon done—
s reporied that the whole number of votes gl
W.u.l\ 209 necessary to choiee 105 : of which—

Rev. Mz, Gurley reoeived. . ooonvravnivinens sanni)

Rev. Mr, 1) WOY io v voasosmrmanonusssssrnsseise o

oy, M Csbitns: <o tovissvrs coin e 4 pab it ans

Rev. M, Medbows 000 v 6o b s vani s omossnnieessdl
| Rev, Mr. Roea, o iiiiiaiinisoisanesrii v cariwll
| _Nocandidate having received a majarity of all the 1ofes
| given, there was no clection. 3
| A second ballot took place without effect, when Mo,
| Dewer and Rerar having been withdrawn, a third ballo re.
| #ulied ar follows
[ The Rev. Mr, Garley received. .. ...........
| The Rev. Mr, Cashman ... c.cocvevneneaaiiim
The Hev. Mr. Guuury, having received majorily of all
[ the votes given, was declared duly elected Chagdain for the
precent sessien of Congress.

HEIRS OF JOHN PALL JONES.

A\ bl from the Senate fur the telief of the heire of John
Lilin Paul Jones was taken up and read twice by i 0],

M. POLLOCK hoped that this bitl would be ellowed to

prss through all its sages. The bistory of it wae, that, wt | tiow all such potitions wiil macters and things touching the op- | authorized the States to lay tnnage duties. [ know lnu‘!hﬂr|
ol this | propriation of the pullic maney fr thie improveent ol the |

o lnst sepsion, it was passed by a large mojosiy
Hoose, il by the Sennte almost unanimously, with o 1ifling
smendmenty in which this House coneurred.” It was ¢, aolurly

narosed and enrollid, but, on being earriod 1o 1 Ppgje

nt's room, it was acoldentally ||mpped. amd in iy wa
farded 1o receive his signature and to beeorne o law.  [inme-
diniely on meeting for the present wesston the Honate ugain
fokomge this bill and pussed it almost unammonsly ; g o, na

« merita wera clear, there was, ho supposed, tin ot pman
ticre who weuld not now give it his hearty sopport  ['hese

Pl have leen before Congress for o quarter of o CEnTURY,
wrnl jnstice required that they -I:u&ld now b gmtilied Ly the
jesage of tis bill.  He hoped, therolore, that the I ue
would do what justies regquircd=—pat this bill oy i« T
e moved & suspension of the rles for that purpoe
Me. BOWLIN said, in the pasage of this L] tomgh
thie Honse at the last session he appoaed ity becauie e Loliay
et b werong ¢ but be shiould not now B omid o004 m
wideriake to fight sgainst it after the teo Houses L oo inped
their oqinion respeeting it Tishould not,however, 1, forgat
1o tiat one fostuare was found i il ot the Lot wised o0, widely
war nmendod on the motion of Mr. Daning, nnd by rhat
Hiendment $800,000 was saved to the etvuntey, (1, v xam-
ining the writing an error wis discovered, wie of Uy geoatest
cttars that was ever sttenptod biy the Jegisdatiom of this coun-
try, It waa propowssd by the il that the Boies of Paui Jones
siould not only receive the proportion due to him as the come-
mander in that expedition, but that they should be t, logne
t { all the American officers and seamen engagod with
lim.  [A woice. Tt ia not in this bill ] He dil uot know
whether it was or not 'y and, therefiore, be desired 1hat it should
o 1o a committes for oxardoation  The bl came 1o this
House b that eondition last year. It involved n« lnrge an
amount ws £1, 200,000, of which $000,000 was stopped from
it by one amendment.  He found it conteary 10 #VOTY prin-
ciple of justico and of right, people from Seotland, of whom

Ange.

himself ; though it is said that he was formerly from New |

Bpoaker and Clerk. |

Although I will neither name them nor the papers in |

i 1 i r I‘l‘ - . -
O)thers hold similar lapguage, and I rose moro {7 the pur !Ilhc times for_ holding the Cireuit and Distict Courts in the

| district of Vermont.

vaneing settlement, and contributed in some humble | gree |
to the formation of its political character. It has never Leen | the emd, subversive of our frce mul popular institutions,

TR RN W e TN, | g ——

| we knew nothing, were made the legalees of American sea-
(men and Amercan officers who served with Paul Jones.
‘This Government was the residuary legatee of these officers
and seamen on the failure of others to appear ; and what pro-
vision this bill contained on this point he did not koow, and,
not knowing, he asked that it might be referred and printed.
He had no intention again to coutest the passage nl'lE.l bill,
after the decision of the two Hounses upon it, but he did desire
to see that it was passed in no other shape than that in which
it was when, st the close of the lust session, it was designod
for the President's signature.  When he was satisfied of that

| fact he shoulld cease Lo struggle against it.

| Mr. POLLOCK had merely to say that this bill was in the
precise form in which it the House at the last ression.

[A voico. Let it be examined ; it won't hurt it.]

Mr. BARRINGER voted for this bill at the lnst session and
should do so now ; but there was geeut force in the remarks of
the gentleman from Missourl, (Mr, Boweix,) and hence he
coneurred in the propriety of the reference.

Alter some conversation, in which Mr. BRODHEAD, Mr.
T. B. KING, Mr. ROCKWELL, of Connecticut, and others
participated, the bill was referred to the Comumittee of Claims,
aud was ordeted to be printed.

. INTERNAL COMMERCE,
' Mr. VINTON moved the following resolution, in pursuance
of previous notice :
| M JOHN W. HOUSTON moved to amend the resolu-
| tion by adding the following proviso :
Mr. HOUSTON, in a word of explanation of his amend-
| ment, was understood to say that, in his judgment, the effec.
of the resolution of the gentleman from Ohio would be to
 separate the improvements on the scacoast from thoss on the
lakes and rivers, giving jurisdiction over the former to the
| Committee on Foreign Commerce, and over the latter to the
| Committee on the Commerce among the States.  Such a di-
| vision, he thought, would lead to great confusion and diffi-
| culty, The systew of improvements had always been re-
| garded one and entire.  The olject of his amendment was
| merely to preserve its unity, Should it prevail, he would
vote fur the resolution, otherwise he should feel constrained
| to vote against it.
Mr. VINTON supposed if a committee on commerce
- *“among the several States” were created, that it would take
| charge of all the subjects referred to by the gentloman from
Delaw The itiees proposed to he raised were com-
mittees on the foreign trade of the country and the home-
trade, pursuing that view which was adopted in the constitu-
| tion itself. The constitution gave to Congress the power over
I.le trade ** with foreign nations” and ““among the several
| States.” Now, the trade ““among the States” was as well
the trade between North Carolina and New York along the
seaboard as between llinois and New Yorl by the lakes. The
one was as much \ade between the States as the other. The
committee proposed to be raised was, in the language of the
constitution, a committee which should have charge of the
trade ““ umong the spveral States.” It would have full power
over that trade to the extent it was conferred by that clause of
the constitution, whather that power was greater or loss ; and
this House could give them no more. If he supposed it was
neceseary 1o adopt the amendment of the gentleman from De-
laware, he certainly should not object to it ; but he understood
that it did not add to the proposition already made, but might
be regarded as qualifying and restricting it.
The resolution and umendment were ngnin read at the re-
| quest of several gentlemen.
| And pending the question, ou motion, the House adjourned,

| ‘Wepxespay, DeceMser 15, 1547,
| " —_—
IN/SENATE., *

The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate the re-
- port of the Superintendent of the Coast Survey, showing the

shied to Senutors by the resolutions | a chort extract from one of their letters, in which the writer, | operations of the same far the last year. Laul on the table, |

and 1,250 additional copies ordered to be printed.
A number of memorials and petitions were presented and
| appropriately referred,
BILLS INTRODUCED.
The following bills were introduced, oo lrave, read the first
| and second time, and appropriately referred
By Mi. MILLER : A joint resolution authorizing the erec-
tion on the public grounds in the city of Washington of a mo-
nument to George Washington.
By Mr. TTPHAM : A biil changing the ploces and fixing

RESOLUTIONS,

Mr. CALHOUN submitted the followin: -

Hesolved, That, to eonguer Mexico and to hold it, either
as & provinee or 1o ineorporate it in our Uiion, would be in-
counsistent with the ayvowed objeet for which the war has been
prosecuted ; u departure from the settled policy of the Gov-
ernment, in eonflict with its charnoter wnd genius, and, in

Resolved, That no line of policy i the further prosecution
of the war should be l&q!edp:hgh mny lend 1o gonsequences
disastrous.

to inguirve whether any further legislation is neeessary in re-
gard to navigation by steam for the |-eservation and protee-
tion of passengers,
On motion of Mr, DOWNS, of Lovisiana, it was
Reeolv d. That the Committes on Military Afsirs be in-
strueted to inquire whether thie intevests of the service do not
vequire that an hospital or other adiditional means be provided
at New Ovleans for the better sceomumodation of wounded, in-
validl, and other soldiers or volunteers going to or returning
from Mexieo ; and also to inquire whether any further pro-
vision of law be uecessary to provide adequate means in all
cases for the support and assistance of dischurged soldiers or
volunteers on trn:ir return home : aud o report by bill or
otherwise.
[Mr. DOWNS luiefly alluded, in presenting the above re-
solution, to the pressing necessity that cxisted for something
|10 be done in the premises. [t was well known that a large
portion of our troops were landed at and embarked from the
city of New Orleans, and s0 great was the number of the sick
und disabled that the barracks and hospitals were found in-
sufficient at times, for their proper accommodation.  While
he would make no gpecific suggestion, he woull content him-
self with invoking the early attention of the committes to the
. subjeet ]
On motion of Mr, ATHERTON, it was
Rewotved, That the Committee on Militury Affwirs be in-
strucied to inquire into the expedieney of reviving the aet of
18th January, 1857, to provide for the payment of horses and

other property lost or destrayed in the military serviee of the |

United States, ns amended by variousucts, &e., and applying
the provisions ol the same to the voluntecrs who have been en-
waged in the military servies of the United States sinee the
L3th May, 1846, or are now or shall hervafter bein said seeviee;
and that said committee be instructed Lo inguire into the pro-
pricty of paying the nop=commissioned ofeors, musicians, ad
privates tor parts of rations when e Usnited Stutes shall fail
to supply the same. .

The resolutions submitted by Mr. Dicrinsox, and pub-
lished in the proceedings of yeslerdny, in relation to the poli-
ey of Government, came up in their order; when

Me. DIGKINSON rose to say that he did not desire Lo eall
them np at presant, but should take an opportunity to do so
some day after the holydsys, when the Senate was full.

On motion, the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

The SPEAKER said that the firat subject for eonsideration
this morning was the amendinent offired by Mr, J. W, Horvs-
wox to the resolution moved by Mr. Viswrox yesterday, viz :

Rezolved, That the Commitice on Comme shall hereaf-
ter be called Y ylis Committoe on Commeree among ilie Sintes,”

| and shall have churge of il questions toushiog l'fn' regilation
| of trade wmong the syversl Stotes of te Union.  There shall
alsa be ndded to the stonding committees of the Honse o eom-
mitter, to be composed of nine members, whieh shall be enlled
| “the Committee on Commerees with Forelgn Natioua.” It
| shadl have eharge of all questisns eoneerning the regulation of
| the trade ot the United Stutes with foruign wations,
Me. J. W. Huvsros"s amendment is as follows :
LProvided, That it shall be the duty smd power of the

Come
| mittee on Commeree kmong the States 1o tike jutn i

Ou motion,of e, DAVIS, of Massch et fiwas |

has under the constitution would be exercised, and no more.
But does not the gentleman know that be and I differ os to
what this power is y
. Now, wh}n& has been the course of the division of powers in
| this House * Does not every body know that when the Fede-
ral party have had the majority in this House, and wished to
| exercise powers for which they had no warrant—to umend the
| constitution—the very first step has been to raise u itteo?

the States, why they

construction to regard the
'n!mf.;li:lu e ly by the Gov
e an olject ov-
T iy ey ey
k- r U w wan

power to, this H ‘Government, and that will be the end
of it Encroachment never stops; pne encroachment leads
to

ights of :
ke ! Why will seek to

P

| Was it not the case in 1819, whon the Commitice on Manu-
| -

| factures was established ? éefm that duties were lsid for re-
| venue. It is true, incidentally, it was admitted, they might
| look to the protection of manufactwies. This was in 1819,
| The tarifl’ of 1816 was a tarifl of reductions from the war du-
o~ e 11 T L e g g
was to come X o rty came in, in-
sisted um duties without n&rm.lop:winu 3 they got
them. T'hat is the history of the Committee on Manufactures,

What has been the history of the Committee on Roadsund
Cunals ?  This committee was established in 1824, In 1824
internal improvements had become very rife. ‘I'he first thing
was that a Committee on Roads and Canals was moved here,
and it was established.  Although the proposition to give this
Government power over roads and canuls was dist sub-
mitted in the convention and rejected, that wasnoim
at all to the establishment of that commitiee. Now, the same
thing is to be done in this case. We have heard of & h
convention which met at Chicago during the last summer,
which men of all parties, Federalists and Democrats, met and
determined, under the auvspices of Mr. Webster, that this
(Government is omni over all things within the whole limits
| of this Union ; and ! take it that this is nothing more than an
efflorescence, o production of the Chicago Convention—just
| as the tarifl of 1824 was an efflorescence of the Pittsburg
. vention ; and its friends have come now to ask tor a new com-
milteo to give power and effect to this system.

I will now take up the purposes of the gentleman from
Ohio—the objects for which he wants this committee. First,
for information. Well, bave we no information ! The Gov-
ernment of the United States Las already provided, first, for
the registry of all foreign tonnage ; for lhcumy
of all tonnage among the States over iwenty tons ; and, third,
for the license of all tonnage under twenty tons—and, ac-
cordingly, we had the anuual report on tonnage and naviga-
tion laid on your table a few days ago. The commerce of
Chicago, Erie, Louisville, Cinclunati, of every town, shines
there, is laid down there.

Well, what more does the gentleman want * He intimated
that this department might get together the statistics of the
commerce within the States. Mark you, the econstitution
does not, say commerce within the States, but it is only
“ gmong" the States ; in other words, the foreign commerce
of the States with the other States, That is the commerce
alone which this Government has any cobtrol over by virtue
of this clause of the constitution. Wil that answer the pur-

of the gentleman from Ohio ! No; he wants statistical
information concerning the productions of the State—how
many barrels of flour, how many chickens, how many bushels
of corn aré raised—like the orders which were given out at
the taking the last census. Now, according to my views,
there is no such power in the General Government. The
great principle and spirit of the constitution is, that whatever
the States are competent 1o do the States shall do ; and what
the States cannot do the General Government shall do, though
under the express specifications of the constitution. Now,
will any man tell me the States are not able to take account
of their own productions *  Cortainly no man in Massachu-
setts ; for the other day I had sent to me from some one there
a most minute report, showing all the productions of Massa-
chusetts, from a hob.nail to a steam engine. Now, does the
State of Massachusetts want this Government to do what they
are doing themselves * To send spies and inquisitors to every
house in the Union to find out what they do every year, how
much grain they produce, and how many pigs and chickens
they raise *  Those were the orders issued by Mr. Webhster,
carrying out the principle of the Chicago Convention, of the
omnipotence of this Government in taking the last census.
And what was the result? A portion of the people of the
South—of Virginia, South Cmolina, and other Slates—
deemed it an outrage and treated the marshal with contempt,
telling him *¢ get you down about your own business.” They
| held that the constitution authorized, in taking the census, to
ascertain the nomber of citizens and of persons on whom the
| three-fifths representation is based, and that there was po su-
thority for going down into these domestic matters, which be-
long to the States. And this view was espoused, and
ably, in an eloquent article by s distinguished Whig—the
late Mr. Pleasants, of Richmond—who told the people to
take no notice of the marshals. [ repeat, that, in my judg-
| ment, the constitution gives to the General Government no
| such power—all the power is over foreign commerce nmong |
the States ; that which goes out of one State and enters into |

another.

Well, now, as to the other olject of the gentleman. That
is developed in the amendment made by the gentleman from
Ohio. It is the power of this Government.  The gentleman
is not a mere philosopher—a mere caterer for stulistics, His

! oljeet is to exiend the of this _ t; to add a
| new cluunmth-coﬂm whereby the Govern-
ment may exercise control over the commerce the
St{ﬂcl us well as without—absolutel’ within the States them-
agives,

Tlhis system of harbor improvemen's by the General Gov-
ernmont, that has up o luiciy, s in faet, the most
pertinacious, and, if I may so speak, the most impingiog of in-
| terests,  The rivers have been very well content hitherto with
| eloaring out a few snags, but the harbors are very pertinasious,

I will not now go into a very extended argument on the sul-
jeet of internal improvernents, but [ shall endeavor to show |
that this harbor interest is in itsell unauthorized by the consti-
tution, or rather that it is authorized by the coustitution, but
| not in the mode in which gentlemen who have hitherto advo-
| cated the intercst have endeavored (o establish.  As I have |
| before sai!, the fundamental principle of the constitation is, |
| that whatever the States are competent to do, they shall
| perform ; and whatever they canoot do is devolved upon the
General Government by expres spocification.  Now, [ ask
any gentleman, nre the States incompetent 1o improve their
(own barbors 7 Will any man say they are* Every one
knows there is not a Stte in this Union o poor, so mean, as
| to be incapable of improving its own harhors.  Why, then,
| #hould the General Government undertake, by sssumption of
! power not delegated to it, to do what the States can do for
themselves !
| But, to come to another principle, which is even nearer to
| the point. When the constitution has laid down a mode by :
which an oljeet can be sttained, it is exclosive of any other |
mode. Now, the constitution has laid down a mode by
which this object ean be attained. In the origin of this Gos-
| ernment the good people of the United States were not indif-
| ferent o internal improvements, especially to the improve-
| mont of harbors. “The trath is, that is the only jos of im-
| provements which was then thought of. Nobody then thought
of muking a wagon rond under the authority of the General
| Government.  That is a claim of power which sprung op at
| n later day, and which is now put an end to.  The great ob-
jeet, then, was the improvement of harbors, Now, is there |
no mude provided for this*  On this point we have both doe-
trine and example in the origin of thix Government, We
have many inetances in which the States have applied to this
Government for power to lay duties on tonnage,  In 1702 or
| 1703, a petition came to Congress from the inhabitants of
Kenneleck, then in the Swte of Masachuseits, T+ leavo to
lay duties on tonnage, with a view to reimburse them for
| moneys expended in building the piers in Kennebeck river.
| Congress authorized them to lay thow dutics, Many other
| enses have occurred.  Andin 1809 Bultimore, in the State of
| Maryiand, and Savannah, in the Siste of Georgin, came
simultancousty apd prayed Congress to authorize them to lay
duties on tonnage, with a view to the improvement of their
harbors.  Congress passed o law 1o authorizs these States o |
Jay duties, and they were Lid ;. and I have now before me a |
report by Mr. Crawfonl, in 1522, of the whole amount raised |
lhy these duties in the eity of Baltimore and the city of Sa-
vanmah—in Savannah from 1811 1o 1821, and in Baliimore
| froin 1812 to 1821, And ever since have these States, as |
| understand, boen ized by this G t to Iny these
| duties, with a view o Koop their harbors in order.  Now,
| these are only isolated cases, and if [ had time [ should like to
have b forward others, in which this Government hll|

| pavigation of rivers, lakos, harbors, Ty ay andd intets, mth npon
| the seabourd and in theinterior, aud not of the sl Committee
| om Forcign Commuvrer,

Mr. VINTON waid, before the diseussion was resumed, he
[ would modify bis resolution by imserting after the word “ques
| tions,” whe e they occut in the resolution, the words “'which
' may be referred.”

The debate on the rosolution and amendiment was then re-
| sumed.

Me. RHETT obtained the flnor, and addee ol the House.
| When I ehjected (enid he) to the resolotion of the gentleman
Ufrom Ohio, (Mr. Visvon,) a few daye ago, it was not with

any expectation that I could arcest a policy which I knew the
| gentloiman had 8o much at heart.  Aay one who has been on
| thi floor for the last four yeurs must have known the progress
of things in this direction. It has boon certoin and nocamu-
Inting ¢ and in the lest Congross there were no! loss than two
thirds of the members of this House, comprehending the whols
North, with a laige portion of the West, who wera in favor of
internal improvemenig. [ eould not hope, thereloro, o arrest,
in so feable u form s the revisting of thik resolation, the fear-
ful strides of wo gizantic a poliey.  But my objeet is, that, in
the march of this Government 1o eneronching on the powers
of the Staten, my course at least, as a Represcotative on this
floor, should be distinetly known,

What i» the proposition of the gontleman from Ohin?  He
has moved for the establishment of a eommittee : fust, for the
purpese of obtaming informntiop—as 1 undorstand, statistical.
information ¢ pecond, with a view to exercise powar on the

| banin of this information ; and, thitd, the action of this eom-
mitiee and the statisties 1o be sul
| productive of a home department.
Now, fiedt, ns to the satisties of the gentlerman from Ohio.
My colleague (Mr. Howsra) said 1 need not bo alarmed ¢ that
nothing ot all was 1o be done ; thut whatever power this House

@i Ll

y nondin

case in the eity of Charleston . Coarleston lays tonnage du-
| ties, not wih a view to ere.t and keep in repair harbora, bot
1 to support her marine hospital,  These dutiva are now laid
| there for that object.  Sir, the eonstitution does not limit the
States to the objects for whicl they may lay tmnage duties
Thl!, ean Jdo so for BOY purpose, Pl’tl\‘idﬂl the 'ucnrral (3ov.
| ernment gives them leave ; and from the origin of this Gov-
arnment they have so applicd in varions cases, and there is
not an instance, [ believe, inwhich they have been refused.,
"Then, I say, here is a mode provided by the constitution,
in which the harbors of a Site may be made and improved ;
| and I maintain that this fuct is conclusive that you ennnot
| make aid improve thom in any sther way, I you can you give
| this Government unlimited power,  The grant of a power is
| exelusive of other power ; tie designation of one mode is the
exelusion of all other modes, if this Government be one of
limited, express grants of power.” And in this is seen the
| wislom and justice of the conaitution. Toe constitution, in
all ita provieions, is the grentest exemplifieation of justice to
! bu found on the records of nations.  fs not this provision right ’
What right have the people tpon Luke Michigan to come o
| 'me, down in South Carolinn, wid ask that T should eontribute
o put their barbors in order 7 Ts it not the dietata of the mos:
common justiee that thoss whose navigation is to be
hy animprovement should contribute and pay for that improve-
ment ! And what sort of interost, on the hand, bave
the ?mw of Indiana or Kentacky with the hatbor in Charles-
ton by should we eall upon them to improve s harbor
which they naver saw or of which they know fothing *  Ttis
rocisely the prineiple of the Post Oifice Department, which
ays w0 inoflerate o duty upon letlers that those who receive
the benefit of the Department sustain it And this is a provi-
shon of the eonstitution nmimﬁ;&ul.. eminonily right.
And now T ask, then, of this House, why shall we extend

| ion.

L oft

s ond there o but one in which you can resist
thesesuccessive encroachments on ;:;fsmop—lhut is, 000 by one.
If any statesman supposes he can for bhis own interest inlerpos
late one encroachment into the constitution, and thet there
will be the end of it, he is acting with & gross ignorance of
human nature. Al experience proves the contrary.

ble themselves to supplicate from C &8 as a favor what
can themselves accomplish as a t? Idonot know
how they feel ; for my part [ have very seldom come Lo sk for
South Carolina any favor ; I confess 1 always felt humiliated
at the thought. Whether I esleem my native State more
N;hLﬂnn other gentlemen, or whatever may be the fact,
the of accepling favor from the General Government is
most humiliating. [ask the representatives of the proud
State of New York, comprising within itself two millions of
inhabitants, when you have the ability of taxing the com-
merce which enters your harbors, not your own commerce
exclusively, but the commerce of other States, will you con-
sent to come here as mendicants und beggars *  Although my
State is smull, she bas too much pride for that; and if other
States will thus humble themselves, she will demonstrate that
lhoh:.:n too much of the spirit of manly independence to stoop
L] 0
Mr. C, 'H did not understand that it was
posed to exercise any power not conferred by the constitation,
as the gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. Raxrr) secemed
to apprehend. This was no proposal to extend the power of
this Government. - Did that gentleman deny the '&:wer o
appropriate money for internal improvements ? hy the
power had been exercised from the very organization of this
Government to this day. There had never been a Congress
convened under the constitution which had not made appro-
E:':tiam that purpose. 'The gentleman from South Caro-
ina (Mr. Ruxrr) was alarmed by the introduction of this
resolution ; but he (Mr. 8miru) for one avowed himself to
ha'&il:gd’}::dt:n]hfmxure;'ko wished drmh;ammhm
appoin or the promotion and foster the great
interests to whi.d:ylhe resolation referred, which this Govern-
ment was bound to protect by means of internal improvements.
He knew there was a madern distinetion drawn between the
Atlantic and the internal waters ; but where, he would ask,
was the authority found for such a distinction'?  Before they
made appropriations were they to enter into a chemical analy-
sis of the waters to find the amount of salt with which they
were impregnated ! Were they to establish the position that
this Government could promote’no internal improvements
unless they were on the seaboard, and the waters were im-
pregnated with salt? Such a distinction was .fulilv, absurd,
and ridiculous. It was one that never was contemplated by

the framers of the constitution, and it was one which he

trusted this Congress would dispose of in an emphatic manner.

Mr. RHETT was understood to ask if the gentleman from
Indiana intended to represent that he drew & distinetion be-
tween fresh and salt water.

Mr, C. B. SMITH had understood the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. R.) to go beyond his associates—he had
understood that gentleman to go aguinst all appropriations for
interpal improvements.  Now, he wrm]d'nakpml gentleman
if lighthouses were not under the power of the Government ?
Woere not millions spent for buoys, breskwaters, and other
protection aud facilities for foreign commerce ! Though the
gentleman from South Carolina might see fit to deny that
power, he would find, he (Mr. Sxirn) presumed, but very
few on this floor that would sanction and accede to that opin-
That power was settled clearly and conclusively—so
conclusively that it could not be regarded ns a subject of doubt
and controversy ; and the question now was, il they had not
the right to make approprintions for internal improvements in
our inland waters * They knew that the commerce on those
waters was extensive and valuable ; they knew that the wel-
fare of the country was s hadmﬂal" identified with this in-
ternal we with vur foreign commerce.  And must these vast
interests bo neglected *  Must they of the Mississippi valley
see the destruction of their property on the great lakes * Must
they see the lives of their fellow-ecitizens sacrificed for want of
approprintions for the improvement of their waters’ Must
they, amidst all these sacrifices and losser, when they asked
Congress to make appropriations to remove obstructions, be
told that their waters were fresh waters, and therefore no
appropriations could be made 7 It must be within the know-
ledge of every gentleman that appropriations have been made

| for internal improvements ever since the organization of this

Government.
It was, however, equally well known that, during the last
four years, doring which time ke had had a svat on this flaor,
Congress had made liberal appropriations for such im-
provements, but that they had been withheld by the technical
veto of the President. Such appropriations were made by the
votes of both Whigs and Democrats, in o Congress in which
the Democrats had a majority ; but such votes and the inte-
rests and the petitions of the people were treated with scorn
and contempt. He could bear testimony to the immense sac-
rifices of property which the West had been compelled to sus-
tain, and to the immense loss of valuable lives, in consequence
of the squeamishness of our President; bocause he regards
the distinetion drawn between salt water nnd fresh water im-
provements, He (Mr. 8.) undertook to assert that the power
of this Gove t over imj ts ean only find a limita-
tion in the discretion of Congress. | Gentleifion might seek to
find it elsewhere, but elsewhere it was merely lmaginary. It
was a position which he held could not be controverted, that
the power to make improvements was a power to improve
any rivers, whether their waters washed the shores of one
State or a dozen ; it was 8 power to improve any harbors,
whether they were on the seaboard or the lnkes ; it was a
power which was within the sound discretion of
Congress alone could determine what appropriations to make
to protect or to facilitate our commerce, whether that com-
merce was with * forcign nations” or * belween the States.”
Congress has acted upon this view of its powers. It did so
Inst year. It did so during preceling years. It made liberal
approprintions for the lskes and rivers of the West and for
Western harbors too. Did any gentleman deny the power of
Congress to im) the Mississippi river 7 He thought that
would hardly be called in question now. Did any gentleman
deny the power to make sppropriations for the improvement
Ohio river > He thought that too would be generally
conceded.  If, then, that power was —if we have
exercived it—be took it for granted that power would be ngain
exercised by this Congress ; but whether their act would be-
come a lnw he knew not.  And if they were to legislate on
this subjec’, was there n:t an t.ir‘idmt [Jropr‘i’ﬂ, in having a
commitiee to examine the various proposed improvements,
that they might be guided to an mligl’xtanp.c:rdcddnn ! Should

| they leave n vast subject like this, which was likely to involve

millions of dollars—a sabject affecting a hall or two-thirds of
the population of this Union—a subject affecting the business
of every internul State of this Union—should they, he asked,
allow these vast interests to find their way through this House
without n committee to consider them, to examine them, to
judge of the claims presented, and to ascortain which was the
most entitled to the su and pratection of this Govern-
ment } Why appelnt o commitiee on the subject of public
lands?  Why appeint a committee on the subject of commerce
generlly * hy appoint commitiees on such subjects and

‘not appoint a committee on a sulject like this, involving such

immense interests *  Why should this great sulject be left
without the prolection of & committee whose provinceit should
be to examine its claime > Four yoarsago a repart was made
from a Special Commitice on au(’;-. at the head of which Le
belicved was the ble gentleman from Massachuseltts,
(Mr. Apaxs, ) which proposed a division of the Committee
on Commerce wuch as was now p That report, how-
over, was never brought to the wote of this House, in conse-
quence of its involving the question of elavery. The appro-
printe moment then had now arrived for establishing such

internal improvements. He desired to place it on that ground.
He liad no desire o dodge the question.  He desired to place
it fairly before the country.  The question of internal improve-
ments ia one which will command the vote of a large portion
of this Union, unless it be the State of South Caroliva, He
wns not in favor of n prodigal waste of the public money ; he
was not in favor of expending money in improving every little
stronm,  Noj; but he desired to acknowledge the power of
this Government to facilitato and to protoct the commeree of
this country, and he desired to see it judiciously administered.
With this view he desired to soe 8 commiitee appointed whose
wislom, and experience, and intelligence would enable them
to report such ohjects to Uongress ns are worthy of the sup-
port of this Government.

Mr. ROOT wmaid, when he first heard the sulject mentioned
hiy his eolleague, (Mr. Vixrox,) he thought very favarably
of ity but, on reflection, he had become ul.é-hd that it would
be inexpedient.  Having, however, once changed, be might

tly o induced to change his opinions again ; and hence

€ rose now Lo express his opinion with no very great confi-
dence.  He should regret 1o voo thia resolution adoptod ;. but
hie feared the advoeney of the gentleman from Indinna g‘:r
C. B. Byarn) and the opposition of the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. Risre) made that result very proba-
be,  [Laughter.] Ho ¢ meeded that a mnjority was in fa-
vor of interonl improvements, and it seemed to bo expected
that those who wore in favor of internal improvements wonld
be in favor of this new committee, and those opposed to in-
turnnl improvements woubl ohject to it If he was convineed
by the argument of the n from South Chrolina, be
should go against it ; but be thought the best answer to that
gentleman’s argumont was the obwservation of his colleague
(Mr. Horsus) on a pravious day, that the division of one
committee into two would not enlnrge its powers. It lind boon

the power of thix Government over this interest ! T ask my
ic frionds, who profess to act apon the principle of

suggested that there was a distinotion between salt and frosh
walter inprovements ; amd now woro to have a salt and
a fresh water commitien. [T, er.] They were to be
o divided and ”» certainly h“mm

but he inquired if that might not be apprebiended !

Mr. er, T ask gentlemen who represent sovereignand
indmm,-‘&;mhaei! they are willing to come mﬁ.mm-

a division, and creating o commitiee with special reference to -
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